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By STEVE TOBIA

Global
[nterfaith
Alliance.

four-month community

fundraiser for seven local

human services organiza-

tions here in the Pasadena
Foothills Region, we also recognize the
importance of alleviating worldwide
human suffering.

The Global AIDS Interfaith Alliance
(GAIA) was founded by
(Bill) Rankin, a former minister of All
Saints Church in Pasadena, in 2000
to address specilc villages in Malawi
where more than 80,000 people die of
AIDS-related illnesses each year, leav-
ing over 500,000 children orphaned.

BOX

s part of THE Magazine's

Dr. William

GAIA's Villages program trains, equips,
and deploys local women to oversee
the feeding, clothing, and educating of
AIDS orphans, provides care to people
living with AIDS-related diseases, and
trains communities in HIV prevention.

There are so many social causes
around the world, nationally and lo-
cally and oftentimes it becomes over-
whelming. For many of us, helping
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alleviate human suffering at all levels
remains a personal moral and spiritual
commitment.

Bill Rankin has inspired many individu-
als and congregations to look far be-

yond their own homes, neighborhoods
and cities with personal involvement
in worldwide social and moral causes

such as the AIDS epidemic ravishing
Africa.

One Person Can Make A Difference...
Three local volunteers for GAIA.

Don Thomas, M.D. and his wife, Mary,
have been virtually full-time volunteers
for several years for the Global AIDS
Interfaith Alliance (GAIA). They speak
as often as they can to encourage
churches and community organiza-
tions to become active supporters
of GAIA. Don has been a long-time
community health services volunteer
having founded the Pasadena-based
Young & Healthy Program and was a
leading Emergency Room physician at
Huntington Memorial.

Michael Gottlieb, M.D. was a 33 year-
old assistant professor specializing in
immunology at the University of Califor-
nia Los Angeles (UCLA) Medical Center

in 1981 when many of his young, gay,
male patients were experiencing un-
explained fevers, dramatic weight loss,
and a severely damaged immune sys-
tem. A resident of Pasadena, Gottlieb
is credited worldwide with the !rst diag-
nosis that these patients were suffering
from a syndrome that had not previ-
ously been reported...thus the public
label of AIDS. Today, he continues his
lifetime commitment to serving those
who are af'icted with AIDS locally, na-
tionally and internationally.

Agnes Grohs took the call to action
by Bill Rankin and has been a leading
inspiration to family and friends to not
only raise funds for GAIA but to actu-
ally go to Malawi in Africa to personally
volunteer and help build a safe-birth-
ing center. She inspired her children,
Jasen Grohs and Tiffany Beljak, to also
take a personal involvement with GAIA
along with hundreds of her friends. She
inspired me to join in this effort with her
quiet, passionate and moral commit-
ment to humankind.

For more information,
Visit www.thegaia.org



From left to right, standing: Gloria Mushonga Roberts, Agnes Grohs, Steve Tobia, Michael Gottlieb, M.D., Donald Thomas, M.D.,
Jasen Grohs, David Mattews. Left to right, sitting: Lyla White, Tiffany Beljak, Julie Blackshaw, Rev. Zelda Kennedy, Artie Morris
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